Prognostic Factors of Acinar Cell Carcinomas: A Study of 44 Patients.
Acinar cell carcinoma is a rare tumor of the pancreas. Our current series aimed to assess the clinical and morphological features of pancreatic acinar cell carcinoma and to evaluate the treatment strategies and prognosis. This retrospective study was conducted in 3 French referral centers. Clinical data were obtained from medical records, and data about survival were then calculated and compared using statistical analysis. Forty-four patients were included (men, 81.8%; median age, 65.5 years; range, 21-85). Tumors were localized, locally advanced, or metastatic in 48.8%, 14.0%, and 37.2% of cases, respectively. Twenty-nine patients (65.9%) underwent a curative-intent resection (R0, 79.2%). First-line chemotherapy in metastatic patients was heterogeneous but mainly consisted in 5-fluorouracil-based or gemcitabine plus oxaliplatin combinations. Median disease-free survival was 12 months (range, 0-82 months). Median overall survival was 55.5 months; it was 40 months in patients with metastatic tumor compared with 106.5 months (P = 0.1058) in those with a nonmetastatic one. Age older than 60 years and a proliferation index greater than 30% were poor prognostic factors. In this large series of patients with pancreatic acinar cell carcinoma, the rate of R0 resection and the prognosis of patients appeared to be much better than that of classic ductal adenocarcinomas.